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September 19, 2014

The Honorable Carolyn Lemer
Special Counsel

U.S. Office of Special Counsel
1730 M Street NW, Suite 218
Washington, DC 20036-4505

Dear Ms. Lerner,

Thank you for your continued public service and commitment to maintaining the integrity of the
Department of Veterans Affairs. As a Veteran and a Member of Congress, I commend the important
work your office does investigating mismanagement and negative practices within the VA. I appreciate
the efforts and time you have devoted, particularly in recent months, related to these issues.

I understand there are currently over 90 facilities under investigation across the country by VA
Office of Inspector General (OIG), Department of Justice, and your office. Many Veterans from my
District receive care at Edward Hines, Jr. VA Medical Center. Based on the final report released on
August 26, 2014 from VA OIG, and any further investigations that may be ongoing at either of these two
facilities, I am writing to request a briefing regarding the number and types of disclosures and complaints
your office has received from Hines VA Medical Center specifically as well as an update on any ongoing
investigations at Hines and your timeline for completing these investigations.

I understand the tremendous responsibility your office faces in ensuring proper management
across, especially with VA. T appreciate your assistance in ensuring that I understand the challenges my

constituents face.

Sincerely,

Tammy Duckworth [ [ LJ

Member of Congress
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